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The Wolf House Is the most historical
building In Baxter County.
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TIlE 13l\XTER COUNTY I1IS'l'Ol~Y

Published by the

13l\XTER COUNTY IlISTOlUCJ\L SOCIETY
Mountain Home, J\rk~ns~s

Regular meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the first
TucsdDY of each month at the Day Scrvice Centcr on
222 East Wade Street, Mountain Homc, ~rkansas.

Active Membership
~ssociate Membership

$5.00 pcr yc~r
$2.50 pcr. ycar.

ANNUAL DUES J\RE DUE AND PAYAI3LE TO TIlE Tn.E~SUI\EI\ 1\'1'
THE JANUARY t-1EETING OR CAN BE MAlLED TO .JlER . The
fiscal year begins January 1. New membcrs may join
at any time and are always welcome.

PRESIDEN'r
James L. Lowe, 1500 Manor, Mountain Home

lst VICE PRESIDENT
Marge Garr, 150? Mistletoe, Moun t.ain !lame

2nd VICE PRESIDENT
Garvin Carroll, 905 East 4th St., t-1ountain 1I0me

3rd VICE PRESIDENT
Francis E. Ruthven, 875 Circle Dr., t·lountuin !lome

CO-EDITORS
Kathy J. Blackburn, 321 South Collcgc St., l'-itn. lIome
Dorothy A. Nichols, Rt 8, Box 55, l'-Iount~in llome

. . SECRETARY
DaVid DeRolf, 1920 Fuller St., Hount~in llome

TREASURER
Stella Jackson, Rt· 2, Box 85, tvlount~in lIome

HISTORIAN
Irene \hck, 147 Hashie Drive, t·iountuin lIome

Correspondence concerning membership dues, orders for
the "IIistory" and other business rna tt e r s should be. sent
to the Treasurer.

Contibutions of material for the "lIistory" should be sent
to the Editor. These contributions ~re really needed.
'l'h c Society or the Editors do not o s s umc any r c s p o n s i.b i Li.Ly
[or statcmcnts mado by thc c o n t r i.b u t.o r s ,
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BAXTER COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 1990 MEETINGS TO DATE

September 4, 1990 Charlie Hammett member of the
"Sons of the Confederacy" club
gave a fascinating program about
the Civil War and the re-enactments
of the civil War in which he and his
club members participated.

October 2, 1990 Charles & Wilma Fish provides us
with entertainment as they played
musical selections on their various
instruments. Old fashioned tunes were
performed on a dulcimer, french harp,
guitar, ahd-ukelen.

November 1, 1990 Margie Garr gave an informative
talk on genealogy with the help of
her husband Gene.

December 6, 1990 Christmas party program with members
bringing an old item to be shown to
to society.

*Note: As of November 1st the meeting days have changed to

the first Thursday of each month.



Baxter County Historical Society October Meeting

The Baxter County Historical· Society held its monthly
meeting on October 2, 1990, at 7:45pm in the Baxter County
Oay Service Center with about twenty persons present.

Margie Garr introduced the program first
the Charles and Wilma Fish to return horr~ to
soon as possible.

i n ord e r- fOt,

G.2\inesville as

Th e Co u pie f t' 0 m R 0 ma n c ewe r·e .=,- t tit'e din the t 1I r- n 0 f the
century type clothes and played old instruments which many
in the audience had never seen. There was also an exchange
of humorous remarKs by the perforrrers.

Charles grew up at Wasola and Wilma, who was reared at
Romance, related some of the history of that community.
The post office has been abandoned at Romance, only one
family still lives there. L,Hlma read in l o c a I dialect
from her booK. One selection was about wearing long
"underwire" and the other was about a model-T Ford.

Wlilma played a mountain dulcimer accompanied by Charles
on a guitar. He stated that he came along to cover up her
mistaKes. Ha! This selection was Going Down This
Road. The next song played on an autoharp was Bells of St.
t-larys.

A ballad, The Blue Velvet Man, was sung. The dulcimer
can be tuned in different Keys. They had tuned one in Key
of G and one in Key of 0 before coming. The couple some
times play at weddings. They played the Goldenrod Waltz
which they had performed at a wedding.

Charles played the French harp or harmonica. He
explained anyone can play it. All you had to Know was the
end and where to begin; then put butter on your ips.

Wilma played the lap harp Dr appalachin harp. It
originated in Ireland and brought to Amet'ica .. The song IJaS
the BanKs of the Ohio. She also performed on the lIKel in,

. w hie his a comb in at ion 0 f the u 1<e I e Ie and 'v' i 0 I in. A b 0 I.Ji s
use din p I a y in s' it. Th e son g was (I net hey' had per··f0 r me d

at the wedding for the couple to run out of church.
the Cab b a 9 e 00 w n • 1"11 sop 1 aye d IJc. S S 1< ip -t 0 tvl;; Lou.
also played the nose flute.

1::0 i I
[,,1i I ma

A humorous number about a ground hog or whistle hog was
performed with Charle$ at the end taKing a made ground hog
from a tow or gunny sacK and throwing a-t one -the ladies
preseni:. The 1ast n u rnbe r- was a ,-'e 1 i s iOIJ::. so n s .

The performance gave information and enjoyment to the
s r o ur- .

4.
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Minutes, October 2, 1990 Page 2

In the business portion of the meeting, Stella JacKson
gave the treasurer's report. There is a balance of
$3119.18. Income was a $189.75 and expenses $41.47. About
$115 came from the sale of plates and pamphlets at the
Democratic and Republ ican booths at the County Fair.

After discussion t6 change the meeting night. Olive
Knight moved that the meeting night be changed from the
first Tuesday night of the month to the first Thursday
night of the month. Bob Underhill seconded the motion. and
it passed by unanimous voice vote. The purpose for changing
the rr~eting nigh~ was to ,avoid elections.

A nominating commit~ee corr~osed of Garvin Carroll, Bob
Underhill, and Jimmy Lowe was appointed.

Garvin Carroll reported that th~ people in the
neighborhood of Burnt School were trying to restore the
school and asKed for assistance. Nancy White had spoKen to
Garvin about it. It was decided that the Society does not
usually contribute in cases liKe this but that we encouraged
the preservation of such buildings.
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HISTORIC COLLEGE S'l'l~El';T

Under the direction of Kathy nlackburn, Dn open 11~use program
of the historical buildings along College was held this
October in conjunction with the Mountain lIome Chamber of
Commerce Open lIouse program. Mups o[ historic College Street:
and detailed information about the historic homes were given
to many interested participants. (SeHistoric College Street
Mop. )

On October 19, 1990, the J. C. Anderson Construction Co.
building at 188 North College @ 1928, and the law office of
Richard Paden at 139 S. College @ 1896, as well uS the
Blackburn & Co. offices at 321 S. College (M.II.B.C. girls dorm)
@ 1893, hosted an Open House between the hours of 10 and 4 pm
with refreshments served to the public. Hl~S. Llluckburn
reports that over 125 people toured the girls dorm.

On October 20, the home of Virgie McClure Loca t.cd a t; 609 South'
College @ 1921 held an Open House hosted by Jim McClure and
Ron Switzer. Knowledge that the home was filled with
antiques drew a large crowd of over 125 peo~le between the
hours of 10 and 4 pm.

Media coverage of the event was widely publiced in the Baxter
Bulletin and North Arkansas View newspapers, KTLO, Country 105
and KKTZ radio stations, and Chann~l 5 of local cable TV.

A copy of the book with all of the Baxter County Historical
Society rtegister of Historic Homes is available to the public
at the Baxter County Library. 38 homes complete with photos
and detailed information are included in this special register.
You are encouraged to stop by and take a look at the Register.
Several members of our society worked together to make this
Register of Historic Homes of which we can all be proud.



.---:--.....:.-. ..~.~.-.._---,;....-_ ..--

7.

COLLEGE !>'l'IlEETItl\!>llEEN 11.CEN'l'EHOF comll':I(Cl':l'"OI(HOlJN'l'l\lN1l0HE DI\TING
D1\CK TO THE ElI.RLYDlI.YS. THE D1\XTER COUNTY IIISTOrUCI\L SOCIETY HI\S
RECOGNI7.ED SEVERlI.L 1t0MES lI.LONGTllIS STIlEE'l'PLI\CING TIIEr·1ON '1'llEHOUNTlI.IN
110ME REGISTER 01" IlISTORICI\T,nonns TIlE f,TI\H1r: IlllnCI\'J'E!~IIJSJ'OI(JCI\T.110m:!;.

Itwy. 67.

I\n open house will be held
10 am - 4 pm Oct.19t6 at
J.C. l\nderson Constru~tion Co.~
in historic home built'1920 -r

110 No. Collcqc
1st STREET

~ 1904 1<
146 So. College

2nd STREET

n.-----IC~H
Cl
H

Ul351 East 4tlJ 320 So. C.·· t-i

~ 1000 7( ~ 1900 : * ~
4th STREET ~

3rd STREET

5th STREET

East 6th
E) 1905

(To Vo-Tech, 6th STREET
Community College,
Court House Square)

~ 1902

7th STREET

Oth STREET

')I:h S'I'lmE,],

I!v/y 5
meets Ilwy 62 going to
Gassville, Cotter,
Harion County

Baxter Co.

£! 1915 "'""shot gun"

N
o
\-'

Ulo
Crt______ ""::r

Wade rt
oFairgroun~D~[)__•• ••••~

•• :;:lo 1857 >(-- •....
<"Casey" /-Itn.Ilomel s D

oldest home 11

to Lake Norfork Dridges
Ilwy. (.7. E""l:

RlI.YSTREET

1st STREET
l\n open house will be held 10 am -
<1pm Oct. 19th at Richard Paden
lI.ttorney-At-Law offices.
w 139 So. College

" E) 1096
2nd STREET

An open house will be held 10 am -
<1pm Oct. 19th at Dlackburn & Co.
Display cases o[ antiques & college
memorab~l~~ & 1900-1930 photo show.

<:.'/{'O'\~0.~r- .- '. . ·.r->";J3lf.:)·1
.f-} •••~:.it.~'r" ./ ~· -,);.{~~b.\~
i,;,.r/i~II·N;I"'~.~ m Fit I. I I,,~~:~(fjv';tt..

I\.J/j t·~~.-!. i~···;i-1!~I ;);arr~·}J,.e/(..~
<.J":/I'I~<I,:~·~.JJ ",II,!~I!:JI,,-J'Irf1~;'(:;':!';"
•. ··~:.:-:M~tl~:.~c<¥.;.~~~~ ...!.tA'<I)~t -, .•.•..._~_.

321 So. College'* ~1093 (H.Il. College Girls Dorm)
tlth STREET

6th STREET

*
-1\ E) 1921
609 So. College
l\n open house will be held 10 am -
~ pm Oct. 20 in antiquc fillcdl-IcClure home .

••••••••• 7th STREET
11 o 1900

701 So. College

Uth STREET

••••• _ 9l:h STREET

Ilwy 5 So u t.l.
'(1:0 No r f o rk Dn rn , l'lhiteR i.vcr ,

North for.k Hiver, Trout Ua t.chcry )
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REPORT OF THE BUILDING CHAIRMAN - November 1, 1990

The Shot Gun house had been cleaned out and debris 'removed from
the inside of the building. A ramp has been constructed on
the south end of the building. This will facilitate removing
the lawn mower from the building as well as serve as an aid for
the handicapped wishing to view the building.

A double line of rope restraints were installed on the back
porch of the Casey house. This was done to prevent accidents
from visitors trying to negotiate the very rough stone steps
or jumping off the porch. Work was completed October 24 by
Ray Wick and Gene Garr.

A clean-up day was held to spruce up the Casey House. It
seems a flight of chimney swifts were able to negotiate the
trip down the chimney but could not manage it back up. They
were trapped several days in the building. This entrapment
meant that the south room of the Casey House required
extensive cleaning. Dr. Lowe has arranged for the installation
of a screen in the chimney to prevent the visit from the birds
again.

An abundant crop of black walnuts made traveling and mowing
around the Casey house very dangerous, so several members of
the Society cleaned up the walnuts while Mrs. Jackson and
Mrs. Messick cleaned up the interior and wash~d the windows.
They did a super job. The walnuts were donated to the Day
Center. The last act of the clean-up was to mow the lawn.

F. Gene Garr
November 1, 1990

On Friday the 25th of October, 1990, the Casey House was
visited by several history classes (approximately 100 students)
from the Intermediate School. The classes were celebrating
Pioneer Week and many were in period costumes. They visited
both the Casey House and the Shot Gun House as well as a field
trip to a Country School in the area where they had spelling,
history and arithmetic classes in the old building. They
enjoyed the Buford buildings models, the feather bed and
viewing the building date in the chimney; but were disappointed
because they could not find shot gun holes in the Shot Gun
House. ,~"< "



BITS AND PIECES
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Mountain Home Baptist College celebrates its lOath Anniversary this
year. The girls dormitory is still standing on the corner of 4th
and College streets - now housing the offices of Blackburn & Co.
Real Estate. Made of 18" thick hand-cut limestone block, the
building is filled with college days memorabilia and antiques.
Free guided tours of the offices are available Monday through
Saturday.
At the 1990 Baxter County Fair in mid-September, the Baxter County
Historical Society had both the Republican and Democratic Party
booths offering the commemorative Baxter County centennial plates
for sale. Many of the plates were sold, but we still have some
available at the bargain price of $1.00 per plate. Please contact
Stella Jackson, Treasurer, for more details.

Curious about what happened to whom during 1901 - 1915?
Francis and Margie Garr have compiled a history of the births,
deaths and marriages that were written about in the Baxter
Bulletin newspaper during those years. A copy of the information
is available through the Historical Society or the Baxter County
Library.

The annual Mountain Horne Baptist College Alumni Reunion was held
October 12 and 13. Many of our Historical Society members are
alumni of the College. Activities began with a reception tea
hosted at 6 pm by Charles and Kathy Blackburn at the old girls
dormitory of the college located at 4th and College Streets.
Coll~ge memorabilia was on display for all to enjoy.

The Baxter County Historical Society Christmas party was a huge
success. Each of the members present brought an item of historical
value to be shown and discussed with the group. If you missed it
this year, be sure to attend next year as you will not want to miss
out on all of the interesting items on display.

Society
member
Hazen Bonow
shows her
antique
printing
block at
the Dec.
meeting.
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Dear Sir:

I am enclosinga query
I would like to run
in a news letter or
newspaper or both. If
there is a charge please
let me know. I am also
enclosing an SASE.
Could you tell me the
name of the your oldest
funeral 'home and were
they in business in 18 ?

We are really interested
in Robert vI. Brown, who
died on Feb. in 1885,
probabily at Gassvil~e,
Ark.

Thank you.

I I
i ,

--BRmJN, TUBB, 8AU~J:L2IB~J~~)',RODDY i I

~~7;~~;d. in:~~m~!~~n ~~~~t1~~'~'~-r;~~u1~q~~~~i~~"~'~-'l~~~~~~~-~~i~i~~,~:t~--fJCVKfc:.+~''''',A i

TUBB~ b. 14 Aug. H354'in Minter, Larna r'County, Te xas , d. ,2 F8b. ~
1944, Lamar County, TX. Children: Gillie Burdine BROWN b. 15 Jt1n. i
1881, Sherman b. Grayson Co., Tex., Myrtle BROWN BAUGH, b. 1887, i

d. 1937 Sulphur Bluff, Hopkins Co. ,Tex., John Edgt1r.BROWN. b. 1~ ,
J.t\~.~._..1.8,~5, G,Ossville, Bt1:·:tc-?r.Co ..,.....8r..k .. , c:\""ha'ff' sister'~ .H'at't'i~j' I·

g1ANLE~ RODDY, b. i9 May 1889, (place unknown), d. 3 Oct. 1966 I'i
Paris, L~mar County, Tex. Please contact: Earl Brown, 2865 I'
Hubbard, Paris ,__IX 75469, (\./ /,'.:;',<..' I

• .', .\)', -s-: -

The above letter was tec~iv'ed 'by Dr. Lowe and given to I
Garvin Carroll to answer. If anyone in the Ilistorical Society
(or their friends) are able to help Mr. Drown, please contact
Hr. Carroll.
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January 7, 1991

The Honorable Joe Dillard
Baxter County Judge
Baxter County Courthouse
Mountain Horne, An. 72653

RE: Casc-Shiras-Dcarrnore I-louse
Mountain Home, Baxter County

Dear Judge Dillard:

I am happy to inform you that the State Review Board of the Arkansas Historic
Preservation Program, an agency of the Department of Arkansas Heritage, has approved
the nomination of the above referenced properly to the National Register of Historic
Places. The nomination will be forwarded to the National Register office in 'Washington,
D.C. where it will be evaluated by their professional starr. If they concur with the
judgement of the State Review Board, it will be granted inclusion in the National
Register. I will inform you of their decision at the earliest opportunity.

Again, r thank you for your interest in our state's resources. If you have questions
concerning this nomination or any aspect of historic preservation in Arkansas, please 'do
not hesitate to contact tis.

Sincerely,

£:~~tJ
State Historic Preservation Officer

CB:KS:dg

* A copy of this letter was sent to the Historical Society. ~'!e t houqht our
member-s woul d be interested to learn that the old Dearnor-e ho-ne is be inq
considered for the National Register of Historic Places.

Suilc ~(Jil • Ikrit.1~!cCCIlIer• 22S Ea~t ~1;lrkh~1ll• l.illlc Hn(k, l\rbll~;IS,~:!(}I • l'hnnc (~OI) :17l·~7(i:l
II Divisicn o( the Dcparlmcn' 1)( I\rbll';l~ Ilcril;IJ!t'
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fI Christmas Care

by Mary Craig

III. Joan Lloyd
"lie f£1I higgrr Blld higgfl/

\

Oakland School dismissed for Christmas holidays on Friday, Decembcr 19,1897, at 2:00 p.m.
Seven-year old first- grader, Whit Yandle and his sister Toadie mounted the mule, Buck-eye, that had been tethered to a tree

since morning. Their suppressed excitement caused others to wondcr. A broad smile covered Whit's face as he waved good-
bye to friends with one hand while holding onto his sister with the other.

Arriving home, Whit grabbed his father's hand-saw and placed it into the wagon heel. Then, he lcd Nell, thc marc, and Buck-
eye to their positions on either side ofthe wagon tongue. By climbing into the feed trough, he was able to harness Buck-eye to
the wagon.Then, climbing upon Buck-eye's back, he was able to harness Nell, also.

Nell was a sorrel- a handsome marc. Buck-eye got his name from the buck-eyes that school boys carried in their pockets for
good luck. Buck-eye's fur was brownish. black and looked burnished after a curry comb was applied. The two animals were very
compatible, and Whit was proud of them.

Whit headed the wagon toward the fa m of Col. W. D.L. F. Craig (now the Burt Place), and stopped at a grove of holly trees.
Selecting a symetrical one with a profusion of red berries, he cut it down and gingerly placed it in thc wagon- bed. Then, hc
headed for the school-house.

Pretty Miss Jodie Ingram wore a pleased expression as she mountcd the wagon-seat. Her wish for a beautiful holly to gr ~
her home at Christmas was now a reality - thanks to her smallest pupil.

The two stopped at the home of Willie Yandle where Miss Jodie boarded, picked up her velisc, and headed for Henderson - a
five -mile journey.

Porter Fite, a playmate and c1assma'te to Whit. had made it homc and was rolling a hoop ncar the road, while pretending not to
notice the passers- by. (Porter and Whit has gotten into a scuffle over a cedar pencil on the very first day of school. In the fray,
they broke the pencil in two. Not wishing to wield a switch on the very first day, Miss Jodie shook the boys soundly.)

Noting Porter's proximity Miss Jodie called, "Merry Christmas Porter!" As the hoop wobbled to a'stop and Porter stood wide-
eyed, Whit snappcd the reins and clucked to the animals. As thcir pace quickened, he looked back ovcr his shoulder and
shouted merrily, "Yeah, Merry Christmas, Porter!"

At Whit's home his parents/Johnny and Janie, his younger brother, Richard, and his sisters Veazy, Toadie, Floy and Bernice
stood in the yard waving and beaming with pride.

Whit listened raptly as Miss Jodie explained that her father, a wheel-wright employed by Teller and Son, could repair a badly
damaged wagon wheel to look like new and could make them outright, too.

They talked about the Christmas Eve program to be given at Oakland Methodist Church. Whit rehearsed his lines for
the acrostic that would spell "Merry Christmas". He was to hold the second'S' and say:

"S is for Santa, who grants our wishes;
But, if we're bad, he'll bring us switches!"

As they entered town, Whit was aware that they were attracting all eyes. l-Ie felt bigger and biggcr.By t he time they drove right
through the square and turned into the street to Miss Jodie's home, he felt down-right grown-up,

They stood the holly in a corner of the lovely parlor, and while Whit viewed pictures of far-away places through a
STEHEOPTICAN·nn nmnzing dcvico-Miss Jodie played Cbristrnas enrols on the pump organ,

After enjoying milk and cookies, together, Miss Jodie followed Whit to the wagon. She gavc him a big rcd apple for the ret., _1

trip, hugged him, nnd "wonder of wonders" thrust a crisp five-dollar hill into his hand. '1
Night was coming on when the "little man" was welcomed home and feci a warm slipper - amid many questions - then tucked

into bed clutching that new five-dollar bill.
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A BRIEF NOTE

I have maae every effort to make this book ~s correct as pos-
sible. but I know some errors ,have crept in.

With regards to the census material, which will appear at the
end of each Chapter, in many instances the hanc'l-writingWas very
diffioult to read and there were many misspellings as well. I I1lso
feel oertain that several families, and in one, case an ent ire
township, has been left out.

As I will mention from time to time in the bool{, the county
and township l1nes change frequently. I have not been able to locate
any early township maps, so I do not know what the boundry was for
Bennett's Bayou. I am inoluding a present day township map for
Baxter County and I can only add that at one time Bennett's Bayou
Township Was mUch larger than it is today.

If you are searohing for a name which does not appear, look
under the name that most nearly approximate the sound or spelling
you are looking for. You must' also consider adjoining townships for
these early set tLez-s were somewhat footloose linc'lwould pull up
stakes and move over the ridge or "down the holler" at a moments
notioe.

Perhaps I should also point out that Bennett's River F.J n d
Bennett's Bayou are two entirely different ~reams. They eventually
join in Bennett's Bayou Township where they ran jointly until they
emptied into what was then the Big North Fork and the White River.

This junction ,of B1g North Fork and the White River was a
favorite area for ea.rly settlers as it offered excellent fl1rm land,
good hunting and fish1ng, and transportation via the White River
to major trade areas down stream.

In closing I would like to ask for all suggestions and correc-
tiona to be sent to me for- a possible revised and up dated version
at Bome future time. ",.,

Donald Hubbell
Box 141 .
Henderson, Arkansas

These excerpts were taken from "Benn~tt's Bayou, Bennett's River 1830 - 1900
by Donald s. Hu~bell, Jr. Edited in part by Al and Dona Dud1eonwho donated
a copy of the book to the Blackburn family.
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INTRODUCTION

I can' think of no better introduction to this book th1ln to
reproduce here ~ brief autobiogr~phy written by WRiter T~lburt.

The Arkansas Gazette - April 2, 1893
A North Arkansas Pioneer has lived in Baxter County far: seventy-

two years, aged 91.
The following appeared recently in the Baxter County Citizen

and 1s from the pen of the olnest inhabitant of North Arkansas,
Unole Wat Talburt:

"I have been requested time and again, by my many old friends
to write out and have published a short sketCh of history of my
pioneer life in ~hat is now called Baxter County, Arkansas. My
father moved here when I was twelve years old, end I have been here
between North Pork and White Rivers ever since, which is about
seventy-nine years; I will be 91 years old the 14th of next May.

"Neighbors were few and far between. One Yokum lived on what
1s now known as Mooney's Ferry, another Yokum lived near what is
now called Shipp's Ferry. One by the name of Florer near the mouth
of North Fork. One by the name of I1Rtncy nenr I1ntney's Knob.

"Our meat Was not exactly of Locust nnd wild honey, but w~s
w1ld honey, bUffalo, venison, bear, turkey, etc. We made our own
meal by un eans of a pe dsal , with which we beat the corn in a hole
dug out in a log. We could, you might say, stand in the door and
kill almost any kind of the above named game which we preferred.
OUr nearest trading point was BR.tesville, R.nd but one store there.
We thought as much then of a sack of salt or coffee, as they would
here now of a wagon load, If we had anything on our feet, it WaS
moccasins. I have found as many 9S six bee trees in R. OilY. I caught
as high as thirteen wolves in a pen during one winter. I could go
al ~d give in detail how we miraculously escaped danger from pant he r
and beari also ~ the hardships and ~vations. This is only R. fR.int
representation of what then was real life,

"I will here briefly stR.te thR.t o.mid all the changes and vi-
~issitudes ~ with all of my posterity, with my progenator, through
pioneering, pestilenc~ famine and war have strictly adhered to the
grand principles ~ our democracy. I voted twice for Andrew Jackson,
ever keeping my toes to the line until I twice voted for Cleveland,
and not yet tired, and can now exoillim while one foot is in the
grave and the other on the brink, Hurrah! hurrR.h! hurrah! for our
t1me honoreo democracy.

"I suppose I am about the oldest man in the county, and know
my race is about run. I wa.nt to be able to exclaim with one of old,
"I have fought the gOOd fight, I hllve finished my course, there is
therefore 1\ crown laid up for me. II

II Now a.word to my children, my grandchildren, to my great
grannchildren, and to my great, great grandchildren, also to my
frienns generally: I can never meet 'fIiththem aga i,n here, and uny
prqyer is that we may all so live Ilnd /lct thllt we may meet where
there 1s no pioneering,no silvery h~irs,no bent forms, no furrowed
cheeks.knd where pleasures unoeasingly roll, is the wish and prllyer
of. FlS I am fR.lIll1iarlycaILed , OLD UNCLE HAT TALBURT. II
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CHi\PTEH II

To 1840
rhe ear'Li est set tlers into th1s region found a vastly different

type of country than we see around us today. The banks of the rivers
qnc1 streqms were heavily wooded and interspersed with cane brakes.

,Otherwise. the ticiber was scattered and nlternated with large open
prAiries with grass so tall that it woQld hide Q man on horseback.

lienry Schoolcraft mentions camping 'out without firewood while
somewhere in the area of Pocahantes. I finct this very difficult to
lm~gine. but many old timers have tolct me that when their families
first moved here they could go anywhere through the woods in a team
I'\nt1wl)gon.

In 1860,Mountqln Home :=tppel1rson the census as Happ's Barren.
The dlction9ry defines Barren q,s ~ flRt to gently rolling ground
with ~enerally snnny soil,few trees 3no basically unprOductive. If
you take the definition liter~lly, you must assume there was very
.little timber around Mountllin Home in 1860 or before.

This' brings us t,o the whole point of this book, Who were these
early settlers,where did they c6me from,nnct whnt did they do .here?

The lonl!.estcontinuous line I hn vc f ound of the eorLy settlers
1n tr;e Ttllb'.lrt.f!'lm\ly. "hey seem to have f1n;t. app ear-eo in Arkans as
1n ~bout 1815. The nates vary on thj.s,but I hl1ve chosen to Use the
dAtes offered 1n the autobiogrAphy written by ~~lter Tlllburt which
~ppe"tren tlS the int.roduction to t h i s boole.

The T.qlburts Carne here from Illinois where they lived for a
few yeqrs, but early birth records indiCate they came originally
from fennc8see Ancl Vire;in~A..liistorybookr, t:\ndeflrly census records
show t.hat Freclrick TnLburt i Sr , along with his sons, Fredricl(, Jr.,
~~s11,Walter And Simeon,~long with their sister N~ncy end her'hus-
b~n~, John E~rgraves, m~de the move here. They orginally settled
sonewhere in the gene raL area of t he mouth of the Big North Fork
and the White River where they engt.lgedin farming and business.

One of the e~rliest post offices. if not the earliest, was es-
t,,,blisher1by t.his family A.t F\ pLac e called Talbot's Ferry in 18J2.
It WqS dlscon~inuecl briefly A.nd then recstn.bllshed n.nd continued
until 18J6. The misspelllng of the n~mc is nn error of the map
mqkers and other record keepcrs of that time. According to Mary
I\nn l'aessl.c1<'s Ilistory of Baxter County. th1s is the sam e place t ha t,
WAS l.t\t.erknown as i10oney's Landi.ng,

I h~vc no exact dates, but sometime before 1840, Fredrick
r~lburt.Jr. anrl Samuel Tqlburt movect from the White niv~r A.nd set-
tled on Bennett's BIlYou, It 1s from Frcdrick,Jr. that the TRlburts'
now 1n this qre~ nre rlecended from.

Another line still in llie aren that goes back ~t least to 18)0
ls the ~~lker fnmlly.An EllzRbeth Minynrd appcnrs in the 18JO ccn-
RUS aR q wlrlow with five chllctren, In addition,she 1s shown as the
owner of four slave!;. This 1:>noteworthy 1n that she is one of the
very few fnmilics 1n the area owning 3ny slaves.

Accord tng to Johnny !r'lall<:cr(now dcc oas cri) of the Cumi area ,
this Elizabeth MlnYRrct WRS h~ grant grandmother,During the rllvages
of the Civil War, she tr~oed n gooo bottomland fnrm (the old Bev
~anee pLnc e j f or'two wagons and two t cnms of oxen anr] .in the cornpany



of her one remaining slave, left the regton for ~ s~fer ~ro~.A. third fRJQ.ily I have been n.ble to trn.co is the Hells fllmily.
The f1rst mentlon of them 1s in 1818 when He nry Sc haole raf t mo nt ions
9. f9JIll1y nl)JllcoWells living on Bennett's Bnyou,

The next mention of them is when the nnrn e Anthony Wells appears
1n the 18)0 o e ns us , Since the nnm es of vri.v cs Ilnd children n r-e not
given,it 1s d1ff1oult .to traoe them ex~ctly,but ~ Lewts Wells then
Rppe",rs in the 1840 census of Big North Fork TovTnship , The Tal burt
fBJnlly genen.logy shows.tMt Fredrick Tfllburt,Jr.mnrriod S~rnh Arrn nd n
Wells of North C~rolina. A N~ncy Tolburt is given ns mnrrted to 11

Wells whose f1rst name was probably Benjamin. She ts listen as a
w1dow aged 27. with two children in the 1850 census. A direct des-

. cend ent, of this Wells family is Hl3.ble'tlellswho rnnrrie::lJohnny Wall<er
and lived in Cumi until his deQth. She is now mflrriect to Noble
Talburt of Mountain Home, :Arkansos.The fol.1owing grave s, are located in the Gamaliel Cemetery a nd
must be of this family:. :.s. R. ·Wells Dec. 1849 to July 1929

Infant. son of B.i W,·and ~. A. Wells Oct. 1874
to Nov, 1874.,

• Benjamin W, Wells:· Sept·, 18L~0 to Feb, 1933
Nancy A,· Wells : 1851 to 1889
Mary Elizabeth Wells Feb, 15, 1844
M~ry A daughter of B. W. ~nd N. 1\. Wells 1877

to 1878As will be shown later, many of these snme nqmes nlso appeAr
on the first land certific~tes issued for Bennett's B~you.

The following p·q:g·cs········:\·retTikenfrom thc nc coun t Le dge r of the
North Fo r-k s to r'e in the e'lI'ly1850' s , /'h.nyof the n nrnes from this
~re~ APpe~r on them. This Wqs. ptob~bly the ncnrest lorge store ann
t r'lnlng pos t o.nywhe re a rounci A.t the t, Lrn c • .

I think you will fin~the prices [or store items very inter-
esting, not to mention the.·prices recetvc~ for the gOOds tradect in
on ch"rge C\ccounts ...

Note the mention ofllBuff hiclcsllns I"In1tcm of trl"lr\c.l\ppnrcntly
buff~lo were still plentiful in the nrcn ~t thnt time, ns well as
most other gqme,

It woulrl seem thAt horses weret~e most valuable property they
h~~, Using their own figures, it woul~ h~vc tnken more than 400
sncks of whe"t or. five b~les of cotton to buy one hor8e~

North Fork Store
~851-185J Accounts

This list of pioneers w ss c xt roc t cd from ~l lliily Account Ledger
of" "North For1<" Genern.l Store (the builrling itself) Le as ed by
Mqjor Jqcob Wolf to Even~nd B. nickinson, M~rch, 1851 to August,
1853. Hefcrence: "Ml)rion County Ii Ls t ory " - p agc s J52-J56 on letter
w r H. tP.n by i.~v e n q r(1 B• l' 1ck 1n s 011. 'v h 0 s t I). te s h 1s t11ton t 10 n t 0 com 0
to North Fork qnel open q store. ~\r. rn c x ins on bon.rrlecla t In.cob
Wolf's house, q.ceorr.ine; to the ledger ancl bo arn for his horse ob-
tqiner. 111so. This C!9.yby (\I).ylist of \~h'l.t\'in.s bought or trnrloclllt
the (1851-185:3) Nor th For lc Gen e r91 ~ t. 0 r e, n G 1-1c 11 ns who arn 0 11g tho
citizens of the county who hqc\ ac ccunt s t he re is most interesting.
The originq.l store lec1ger is on 'T iLe in the Ad ams Lo d ge 164 records
~t the Gr.t:\nr' Lorign in Lit t le Hoc k, The r c f\~lOn be ing t hs t the Las t.
unuse~ (1051-1853) 1e~gcr p~ges 0rc usecl for recording the ftrst
meeting of Acl9.tnsl'lr.!.sontcLo d gc in 1860.Thus,the frugqlHy of c nr-Ly
p l.o ne ers h ns r esu Lt.cn in the snv ing of this Lc dge r for posterity.

Ju~t ~ few of the interesting (nct~ ~re:
ne e r ski n s \.,.ith n top vn1u e 12 .~!~ C r:\ eh \./C rC 8. PP1ie(1

to -ic count s .(lnr~est. figure '../11.3 mo rc t,},..." (11()
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~ Coon and ..."Buff" hidos, lfhoo.t,ootton, ponchos,
horsos, oto. )foro appliod to ~ccounto,

Author in paragraph one oited Wolf1o daughters
~3 aooomplisheo seamstro880D ~nd their ~c-
counts show froquont pUrChI1Dc.::of ynrda of
cloth.

An example entry s hows Major Jl).co>'n'olf,on 1
Ma.y, 1851, bought calico, muslin, n h~t, 7
"Buff" hides, doer skins, La rge nncl am n Ll, tin
pnn. 10.00. knivoo. forks, coffeo, sBlt, Cn2tor
oil, etc.

May Jrdt 1851, Andrew Jackson Wolf (son of Najar
Wolf) bought a p~ir of Brogl1ns ($2.00), 2
Palm Hats ($1.00), fine comb (15~). silk (25~)
pl~ of tobacco (40~). Co.mbric (22~).

Prices and some articles follow:
Ladles shoes $1.25 Castor oil
Sugar (lb) .10 Rice (lb)
F11nts .05 Bnrs .of lead
P~lm Hat .J5 Scythe blnde
Scythe stone .20 Gal.of molasses
Spool of thread .05 Plo~ lino
Pockot knife .50 Copperl1s
Spelling book .JO 2 ne~dcrs (e~.)
2 Arithmetics 1.20

Major Wolf appeared to be in bus Lne s3 with s eve r aL people 1lnd
had jo1nt acoounts. For example: he !1nc1!\Z8. Tinnin (son-in-law or
brother-in-law) bought a comple te set 0 f b.l.nc ks m ith tools (npp r-ox .
$50.00) and a millsa:w and fl1e.-It app cors t.h n t they were joint or
part OlmOrs of a. saw mill. There vas a rn 111 (8.t Le nst I) gris t mill)
about It miles from Major Wolf1s house, The grist or mill stone is
on the Wolf House grounds. The other is still nt the mill s l.te on
the Northfork Rlver.

Moat of the goodS appear to h~ve been bought from E. T. Burr
believed to be at Batesville. He·was paid for 131 gBllons of whis-
key on 7 July, 1851, and another bar-re 1 (1~0 gnln.) on ;::8 July, 1851.
The 4th of July may have been very wet in North Forie in 1851.

A general inventory of thlngs bought inclUded: rice, nails,
ls.udunum, castor oil, ropes, log chnins, p(lns, pots, ink, paper,
books, tin cups, tumblers,calomel,rhub8.rb, peppermint, gun powder,
lead.popp~r, salt, sugar, knives, comba. socks. Bibles, hnts,trou-
eers, gUn locks, Bcrews, dishes, bolts of various cloths, Indigo,
Vermifugo, hymn books, etc.

Nino months boarding and hou8c rent pa1el by Eveno.nc.1D.D1ck1.n-
son to Jacob Wolf was $72.00 (Jan, 16, 1852).

The following are some items applied to nccounts:
40 a aoks of wheat ~ 7,20
8t deer skins 1.06
5 coon skins .90
2 coon skins .40
200 sacks of wheat )0,00
"Buff" hides 2 ,13668 peltry to Burr for or

by Waggon
Bay horse

$ .25
.20
.20

1.75
.60
.25
.20
.60
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MAP INDEX

1. The rOAo(footp~th) from B~tesvi11e to the Big North Fork River
AS lnc'icAteo on the first survey map of Bennett's Bayou Towrrhip
1n 1848.

2. This AreA w~s surveyed in 1848 and namecl "McCurry's Fielcl".·
J. This qre~ WAS surveyed in 184-8 and named "Tyler's Field".
l~. This qreA WAS surveyed in 1848-!lno name d "Improvement".
5. Th1s IlreA WAS surveyed in 1848 ann nameo "Wioow Minillros".
6. This Areq WAS surveye~ ln 184-8 9.nn nt1men "Hawkin's Fleln".
7. This tlreA WAS surveyed 1n 1848 .cmo ntlmeo "Shipman's Field" •
.8. This AreA WJ}S surveye d in 1848 l'inO riatne d "McCart Le ' s Field".
9. Th1s AreA of L~O Acres WAS pu rchns eo by Lewis Robinson Wells

from the Reglst,Ar of the Larid Office flt D9.tesville on Sept.lO,
1844.

10. These 40 aCres were purchased by Ntlncy Wells from the Lano
Office t'\t BAtesville on December 5, 1850,

11. ~ese 40 A.cres were purchA.sed by Frenerick Ta1burt, Jr. from
!"Atesville on July 10, 1841} •

.,
12. These 80 Acres were purchased by ThomAS S.Talburt from Bates-

ville on July 1, 1850.
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Photo 1 • The seconn Fluty's Chnpel School built about 1903
Photo t~ken by G'lrv1n C.I'lrroll ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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Photo 2 - C~bin built by George Scott in the 1890's ano l~ter
purchaseo by John D1hel tllong w1th 8 Acres for $8.00. Photo
from Roxie H1cks •••......••.•.....................•....•....

J.

Mile- Hamlet . ,'. ~ ......•.....•.•...••..••



23.CHA.PTER VIII

Cemeteries
Sect ion I

The concluding chapter will consist of a list of the cemeteries
from Bennett's River, Bennett's Bayou and some parts of the North
Fork Hiver.

A map and key are included to assist in locating the various
cemeteries and the communities they served.

The cemeteries are arranged into two separate sections. The
first section will cover the graveyards which were moved before the
l~kes were built. In most cases, several cemeteries were combined
into one when they were moved.

In all cases, the lists of people buried in each cemetery are
from information ,taken from each graveyard before it was moved.
Many of the names and mFlrkers have since been lost, so most of the
people listed here cannot be found in the relocated cemeteries.

A complete explanation of how the cemeteries were combined pre-'
cedes each list.No oRtes were available from the informatlon given
me, but a few may still be found in the relocated, cemeteries.

Occ~sion~lly during the relocation process, relatives would
claim the remains and have them moved, to some cemetery other than
the one intended. For example,most of the graves from the old Bean
Cemetery were moved to the New Bean Cemetery. however, some were
moved to "Hawk Ins Ridgell,Cemetery at the request of family members.

An interesting speculation arises from a grave found in the
Be~n Cemetery and another in the Hawkins Ridge Cemetery. The grave
~t H~wklns Ridge bears the inscription:

MqryE. Wells '~
91 years old
Died April 28, 1923

rhis would place Mrs. ,Wells birth year in 1832. The grave, in
the Bean Cemetery bears the inscription:

M~ry Elizabeth Wells
Feb. 15, 1844

This could be mother and daughter and possibly one m' them was
the owner of the 40 acres sold to Elizabeth Wells in 1858 in the
Custer R.rea.

The Wells family apparently left the Bennett's Bayou area after
several years and resettled on the Big North Fork.

In several cases, when graves were opened,no remains could be
found. This would indicate that people were buried there since the

,early 1800' s ,
There w~,s one such grave in Herron, two in Lankford, two in

Bean and fifteen in Maynard.
It takes no more than a brief glance down the lists w be made

aware of the large numbers of infants th(\t dled. People were:'Very
much ~t the mercy of the elements and diseases in those dny~.There
were no noctors in the Rrea for many years and later when doctors
were available, their knowledge was so limited they were of little
help. As often as not,they did more harm than good. Small pox, dip-
therl~, yellow fever, appendicitis, etc. cut many young lives off
simply because there was nothing anybody could do,

• -.- --- 0 ••• -.. •• ,. •• _.
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'. ~rlsso Cemetery

i'

The Grisso Cemetery is quite old. and had fallen on hard times
until extensive restor~tion efforts were m~de by E~rl Harber and
f'lII1ilye.lon~ with m-9.nyfriends and neighbors.It is now a beautiful
and well kept cemetery that the community can be proud of.

Land for the cemetery was donated by Jacob an~ Martha Grisso
1n 1893, although people have been buried there for a much longer
t1me.

Accorctill,gto Earl Harber, the cemetery and church-school com-
binat ion,which once stood t here us well, was once known 8S old Shiloh.
This cannot be documented SO far AS I know, but it is not an impro-
bable idea as there are many graves there that must date well before
the C1vil War. ". '

Oddly enough, I .could only fino one marker for a Grisso, al-
though there must be many· more marked only with field stones. I
~nderstand there are seve~~l Herrons burled. there as well,although
like the Grisso family, their graves have only bare stones fOr mar-k-
e r's ,

This 1s the only cemetery in this area I have eVer seen or
heQrd of where the slaves were buried in the same area as their
owners, rather than in a separate section.

In addltion,by fQr the most imposing monument in the cemetery
belongs to a slave. Earl Harber of Viola has related the following
account to me on the circumstances relating to it:

tlJacob Grisso owned two slaves which were brothers. They were
rock masons and Mr. Grisso rented them out to build chimneys and to
do other rock work. One of the brothers died of small pox and was
buried in the cemetery. The remaining brother, with the permission
of Mr. Grisso, took a wagon and team of steers a nr! built the monu-
ment which now covers the grE\Vc.II

The following is a list of the people buried there who's mark-
ers c~n still be read. There ~re many, many more which have no
n~mes. However,I feel 1t would be a safe assumption to think other
fami11es wh1ch 1.1ved 1n the same general area might also be repre-
sented here." Among others,this would Lnc Lud e Baker, Brown, G9.tlin,
Deshazo And Jones.

A.llle
The slQve of Martin Harber - 1859
Beales
Mary Martin Jane - Feb.20, 1855 - June 24, 1878
B. E. Beck
No date-
~ !'L.. Beck
No date
Black ~ ~ Soldier1860



'.Photo' - GrAve of Allie
t aken by Garv Ln CArroll .
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slave of Martin HArber. Photo
• o' • • • • • •.• ',' • • • ••••••• • • • ~ • • ••• • • • •

Black Civil ~ar Soldier buried in the
Grisso Ceae tery . Photo-Gar;vin Carroll

El.abor-a tc t onb of C',rissn slave who died
of s~all pox. rhoto by Garvin Carroll
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M~p of Cemeteries
o?J

02.

Former Herron Cemetery - #11
Former Cockrums Cemetery - #Jl
Former' Bean Cemetery - #20
Former CAntrell Cemet.ery - 1112
Former He nd erao n Cemetery - //lJ
Former Custer Cemetery - #17 .
Former Lankforo Cemp,tery - #18
Fonner Nl3.ynaroCemetery - #lJA
Former need Cemetery - #28
Custer Herron Cemetery - #5
New Maynard Cemetery - #6R
New Bel3.nCemetery - #9n
Hawkins Ridge Cemetery - #21
Fluty (Holstein) Cemetery - #1
Shrqb1e Cemetery - #2
Grisso Ceme t e rLc 1J'l, , "'I
New Athe ns Ce:
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A FOND FAREWELL

Dudley ~cton, an active participant in local civic affairs,
died Sunday, December 9,1990 in his home at the age of 69.
A former member of the Mountain Home City Council, charter
member of the Twin Lakes Golf ~ssociation, and retired
owner of the Piggly Wiggly (now Ozark Foods) store from
1958 to 1978, and member of the First Christian Church of.
Mountain Home, he was well known and liked in the community.
Mr. Acton was born November 11, 1921 at Denver, Colorado.
He married Rbth Marie Gustafson on Ju~e 18, 1948 in Mtn.
Home and later relocated to Htn. Home with her in 1958
from Beaver, Oklahoma. Mr. Action was a veteran of ~~ II.
He is survived by his wife Ruth, three daughters, Janet
Acton of New York City, NY, Dixie Ledbetter of Oklahoma
City, OK, and Joan Acton of Batesville, AR; and two grand-
sons, Ted and Grant Ledbetter of Oklahoma City, OK. He
was preceded in death by his parents and one brother ..
Visitation was largely attended at the Roller Fun~ral Home,
as was the funeral services which were held at the Roller
Funeral Home Chapel with Rev. Robert Bell and Rev. Lee
Nirschl officiating on December 12, 1990. Memorials were
made to the First Christian Church of Mtn. Home or a favorite
charity. Burial was at Baxter Memorial Gardens in Mtn. Home.

Dudley loved to golf.
He was often seen putting
golf balls in the front yard
of his historical home located
at 320 South College Street.
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A FOND FAREWELL

Virgie McClure a lifetime resident of our area died Friciay,
September 28,1990 ~nher hone at ihe age ~f 94. ~dmired
and respected by many people in the community she wil b~
sadly missed. A resident of College Street her horne is on
the Baxter County Historical Society Register of Ilistoric

~ones. Located on the corner of 6th & College Streets on
a large lot, Virgie was often seen mowing her lawn, even
during her later years. Her great care of her yard was
clearly evident each year as hundreds of flowers bloomed
w i.th .each seasons change. She via s an asset to the communi t.y ,

Mrs. ~lcClur~ was born August 8, 1896, at Gamaliel in Baxter
County ,l~rkansas. She married the late Ov i.nD. NcClure in
l-ltn.Home. on September 21, 1914. Throughout their years
together they owned and operated several businesses including
a hardware & drygood store, and the tlcClure Funeral Hom~.
Mrs. t-lcClurewa s active in conrnuni.ty affairs and vza s a member
of the Home Demonstration Club and the Glad Garden Club. She
was the oldest member for many years of the First Baptist
Church of Mountain Home. She is survived by one son, Jim

'l·lcClureof Natchez, 1'1iss.;one daughter, Dixie ~larie Love of
Shreveport, La.; seven grancichildren, seven great-grandchildren,
and several nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by
her parents, her husband, one daughter Mary M. Attebury, one
brother, and six sisters. Visitation was largely attended at
the Roller Funeral Home, as was the funeral services which were
held at the Roller Funeral Home Chapel with Dr. Leroy Stringfield
officiating on September 30, 1990. Memorials were made to Hospice
of the Ozarks. Burial was at the tlountain Hone Cemetery .

.~ .~ .~ ~~ ~~ -~ .~ -~ -~ -~ -~ -~ .~'~)n,~)n'~)n'~)n'~)n~~)n4~)n~~)n'~)n4~)n'~)n~~)n·~)~'''~''~'"~"~'"~";:'"~"~'"~";:'"~";:'"~";:'-:«. "~";:'";''';:'"~";:'":.!";:'''~q)q)q)q)q)q)q)q)q)q)q)q)~)
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A FOND FAREWELL

Vernon Edwin Smith of Owasso, OKlahoma, died there on
December 4 and the funeral u e.s he 1 d on Oecember-' 7.

Hew as b 0 r n Au g u s t 10, 1803, + 0 v J ill ie G. and t·'I;.. r'g e,r e "t
Lonon Smith.

He completed elementary. school in Baxter County and
attended tYlountain Home Baptist College in -the 1920's. He IJas
active in the College Alumni Association for many years and
was especially interested in preserving historical rr8"terials
of the College.

He was employed
r e t ire me n tin 1968.

by fino.ncial institutions until h i a
He continued worKing in appraisals.

H L" f i r s t
Johnston, who
mar·r·ie dOl lie

marriage was to a college
pa~.sed a.way in the e a rJ >'
Fudge Shannon, the widow

classmate, Esther
1970'~. He later
cof 1(,a r' r S h ann 0 n •

S m i t his S II r v i v e db>' h I s l·J i fe, 0 Iii e, "t \.J 0 d au 9 h t e r- s, and
a son. Also surviving are cousins, ~~s. Iua Sandford
tvlcCor' rna c K, L.0 n L.0 non, and t~i 1 u s L.0 non, I·Jh 0 r- e 5 ide i n B 01.:>: t ~r
County.
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